
 Sunday 19th October was the first one and although the weather was kind to us, we had no outdoor school lighting and 
the classes were running late.  Your intrepid Newsletter Editor wore a “head-torch” which provided enough 
illumination to have a good warm-up, but some of the other horses didn’t embrace this new fangled headgear and 
probably didn’t relish the idea of sharing the school with a rider that was a cross between Arthur Scargill and Captain 
Caveman!  However, a head-torch is a handy piece of kit which many vets use as it frees up your hands and I would 
recommend getting one for the winter.  They sell them in places like Argos and Halfords, but better ones from hiking 
retailers are available too.   

Our judge for the Dressage on the 19th was Michael Johnson who formerly trained in Denmark for 6 years. He 
specialises in bringing on youngsters as well as offering training for all. He’s based at Dial Post (a turning off the A24) 
and enjoys the use of a lovely 20x60 all-weather arena with a ’bouncy’ rubber surface which horses definitely go better 
on. If you would like to have a lesson with Michael, please contact Janet Shears (07988 502833).   
You may like to visit his website: mjdressage.co.uk. 

The next Dressage event is on Sunday 9th November; and hopefully the outside lighting will be functioning.  There will 
be 3 Classes: Walk & Trot test, Prelims 14 & 18. Entry is £11 per Class.   
GDRC members receive a £2 discount for each Entry. 

When you complete your entry form, please do request Times that would suit you; for example if you’re doing Classes 
2 and 3 you may request a late time for Class 2 and an early time for Class 3.  Or, if you’re hacking over to Ferring, it 
would be prudent to ask for an early time before it gets too dark.  Janet will do her best to accommodate you, but do 
bear in mind that several other people may also have the same request. 

Dressage Times will now be available on the Thursday night before the Tests on the GDRC Website, and also available 
by phoning Janet between 7.30 and 9.30 pm on the relevant Thursday.  

Welcome to the Halloween issue of the 
Ghouling and District Riding Club 
Newsletter. 

Firstly, a couple of apologies: Sorry that this 
is the first Newsletter since July; no excuses 
- I’ve been busy, but so is everyone.  Also, 
it’s come to my notice that lots of people 

don’t have access to the interwebthingy* and therefore rely on the Newsletter to 
keep up-to-date with what’s happening with the club. 

Now and in the future, this does mean that a lot of the information and Reports 
contained herein will be ‘old hat’ to you if you regularly visit the website, but we 
would like everyone to be kept informed and no-one left in the spooky dark! 

If you have been on the website lately you would’ve noticed that we have a new 
“Webmaster” - Robert Emrys-Jones.  The revamped Website not only looks 
great, but is very speedily and regularly updated.  Plus, if you let Robert have 
your email address he’ll send you a quick email when the website is updated 
witch means you’ll never miss anything! 

*Computers and the Internet - Don’t worry, they’ll never catch on. 
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On Sunday 12th October, our annual Eventers’ Challenge took place 
at Titnore Lane, by kind permission of Messrs Somerset who own the 
lovely sheep-grazed fields. 

The previous weekend had given us atrocious weather (as many 
Riding Club members recall as the London & South East 
Championships were held then), but the sun shone the whole day long 
for the Eventers’ Challenge.  And it was a long day! 

There were oodles of entries which is excellent news for the club’s 
finances and it’s great that people are traveling around to support our 
events – and hopefully enjoying them. 

Jim Lee set out a marvellous course consisting of a blend of Show, 
Working-Hunter and Cross-Country jumps.  There were 20 jumps 
with a couple of doubles making 22 jumping efforts. 

Needless to say some required more effort than others… 

The most problematic obstacle of the day was number 18 - the planks; 
because planks fall down easily anyway, it was at the end of the 
course, riders and horses were getting tired and you really had to ride 
a good large track up to it to meet it straight.  That fence could’ve had 
horns on it for the trouble it caused! 

The most appealing fence was the last one: large, but soft, straw bales, 
to be jumped towards home, and near the gate – lovely! The horses 
jumped this beautifully and our new photographer, Luke Gee took 
some great snaps at this fence - although at times he seemed to risk life 
and limb to get the shot.  Obviously a man prepared to suffer for his 
art! 

Overall the course rode smoothly and flowingly and was enjoyable; 
and at £9 a round for members entering beforehand was good value 
for money in these credit-crunched times! 

As aforementioned it was a long day; not finishing until 5pm ish but 
although there was some waiting around for everyone, it was lovely to 
relax in the beautiful autumn sunshine and watch the horses and 
ponies. Horrifyingly, the catering van did run out of chips by 3pm but 
we soldiered on bravely! 

The full results can be found on the GDRC website. 

EVENTERS’ CHALLENGE 
(RE- PUBLISHED FROM WEBSITE) 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Sunday 2nd November:  
Flatwork Clinic at Dial Post with 
Michael Johnson followed by a demo 
featuring one of his ‘stars of the 
future’! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Winter Dressage Series: 

Sunday 9th November 

Sunday 7th December 

Sunday 28th December 

Sunday 18th January 

Sunday 22nd February 

Sunday 23rd March  
Championship Show 

EDITOR’S NOTE…This newsletter has been brought to you by me, Jennifer Cranford.  I hope 
you find it enjoyable and informative.  Please tell me about any item you would like included in 
further issues.  Please feel free to contact me on 01903 267737 or 07905 370198 or email 
jennifer_cranford@hotmail.com. Special thanks to Julie Cundy for this photo of me & Marmite. 

Goring & District Riding Club is a 
fairly small and friendly club based 
in the area around Worthing/
Goring. We are affiliated to British 
Riding Clubs and are part of  
Area 13. 

Non-Members can join now for just 
£25.  This will give you membership 
until December 31st 2009 and will 
enable you to join in the Winter 
Dressage competitions at a reduced 
entry fee! 


