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elcome to the October Newsletter.  We‟ve had a busy summer and have been enjoying the unseasonal 
good weather.  In this issue we‟ve got a report by David Beer on the Summer Ball which was a 

gorgeous success; plus a couple of other reports on what‟s been happening since the last Newsletter in July.  
We‟ve also got some profiles of some of our Riding Club Committee Members, and of course Dates for Your 
Diary just below – including some for 2010! 

Thank you so much to all contributors in this issue; it‟s a great help to get any report on events and we like to 
feature them.  So if anybody wants to contribute an article or just a few words; they‟d be gratefully received.  
The easiest way to do this is via the email address below. 

As always, we hope you find our Newsletter interesting and helpful and feel „involved‟ in your Club! 

If you have anything to be included in the next issue please contact Jennifer Cranford on  
 01903 267737 or 07905 370198 or email jennifer_cranford@hotmail.com 

 

Dates for Your Diary 
 

Sun 11th Oct: Eventers‟ Challenge at Titnore Lane. 

Sun 18th Oct: GDRC Summer Dressage Championship at Hangleton Farm  

Sun 1st Nov: Winter Dressage Series at Ferring Country Centre: GDRC Walk & Trot, Prelim 4 & Novice 20 

Fri 20th Nov: Fish & Chips Supper plus Quiz Night at Clapham Village Hall   

Sun 22nd Nov: Winter Dressage Series at Ferring Country Centre: GDRC Walk & Trot, Prelim 10 & Novice 28 

Sun 13th Dec: Winter Dressage Series at Ferring Country Centre: GDRC Walk & Trot, Prelim 14 & Novice 27  

Sun 27th Dec: Starts at 10:00am Winter Dressage Series at Ferring Country Centre  

Fri 15th Jan: Annual General Meeting at Clapham Village Hall.  All members welcome plus anybody who‟s 
interested in joining. They’ll be a buffet too!   

Sun 17th Jan: Winter Dressage Series at Ferring Country Centre  

Friday 5th Feb: Fish & Chips Supper plus Quiz Night or Bingo at Clapham Village Hall  

Sunday 7th Feb: Winter Dressage Series at Ferring Country Centre  

Friday 19th Feb: Fish & Chips Supper plus Quiz Night or Bingo at Clapham Village Hall 

Sun 28th Feb: Winter Dressage Series at Ferring Country Centre  

Sun 21st Mar: Winter Dressage Series at Ferring Country Centre  

Sun 11th Apr: Winter Dressage Series Championship at Ferring Country Centre 

 

We will also be organising a Summer Dressage Series in July and August to be held at Hangleton Farm 
Equestrian Centre. Dates will be notified. 

  

W 
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You’ve been framed! 

GDRC Committee Members 
 

Our resident photographer, Luke Gee and his father took some photos at the first Hunter Trial and I thought 
some of them were so nice and it would be great to use them to familiarise our new members with who‟s who 
on the Riding Club Committee.  Not everyone is featured, so I apologise for that, I‟ve just got those who were 
„papped‟ on that particular day! The other Committee Members will be featured in the near future, especially 
when I get hold a good photo of them! 

We wanted to make a special welcome to all our shiny new Riding Club Members.  In case you weren‟t aware, 
we had a special offer where anyone could join the Club for just £7 instead of £20 for the remainder of 2009.  
A great bonus was that Members were allowed special access to our Hunter Trial Course in Titnore Lane for 
an afternoon of Cross Country schooling for just £5.  And, as new Members, they may not know who‟s who at 
the Riding Club or, like me, still be struggling to put names to faces! 

 

 

Jim Lee: “I‟ve been Club Chairman for around 20 years now.  I was a member 
of a Riding Club in my teenage years; then later came back to Riding Clubs 
through my children.  This meant I was around when the founder members 
started the Goring & District Riding Club!  I joined the Committee 29 years 
ago and have enjoyed being involved in all the activities and work that goes 
into running a Club. Currently, I still enjoy doing lots of work for the Club; 
it‟s also given me the opportunity to learn Course Building and utilise these 
skills regularly.  I also attend Riding Club Area and National events too.  The 
experiences gained through the Club have also helped in my professional life 
and vice versa.” 

 

Janet Shears: “I have been Club Secretary for 4 years (I think!).  My job as 
Secretary involves organising entries, paramedics, judges, helpers, caterers, 
photographers, and the all important task of booking toilets!  Plus assisting Jim with 
making sure courses or rings are all ready for the show day. I then arrange dates at 
different venues depending on the event.  I also have to go to Affiliated British 
Riding Clubs‟ area meetings to keep up to date with what‟s going on at Riding Club 
Office such as any new rules etc. I also organise Teams for London and South East 
Championships and Nationals. I have to make sure entries to these are on time and 
all monies paid. For the last 3 years, we have also run the National Qualifiers for the 
Championships which involves doing entries for about 20 teams which can be a bit of a nightmare!  All this on 
top of organising payment of the bills we incur and Club advertising. One of my passions is that I love to 
see the youngsters improving in the hope that they will be future team members representing the club.” 

 

Andy Blackmore: “I have been on the Committee approx 2 and a half 
years, I don‟t have a specific job; I just do anything that needs doing, such 
as setting up for shows and events, dismantling afterwards, jump judging, 
start gates etc.  Being on the Committee is a chance to thrash out 
problems, sort out shows and just to try and make the Club a bigger and 
better Club with a good reputation.  When I started, I didn‟t know 
anything about horses, but in the time I have been with the Club I have 
learnt a lot.  Eventually I would like to be able to ride!”  
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David Beer: “I joined the Committee towards the end of 2007 and was 
voted on with special responsibility for sponsorship. A job that has proved 
difficult especially in these recessionary times with many companies 
tightening their belts. One major success was getting agreement from 
ABC Construction to sponsor a complete jump including fillers. This 
jump is now used in all GDRC show jumping events. I continue to look 
for sponsorship however big or small it is.  Remember you can sponsor a 
class at any of our events for a very small outlay. 

As I went through my learning curve on the Committee I soon learned that a lot of the work in running the 
Club fell very heavily on one or two shoulders and have since made it my business to try and spread the load. 

This summer, ably assisted by Denise Emrys-Jones and Andre Hannam we have organised the Summer 
Dressage series at Hangleton. This has been a great success with the 
Championship taking place on 18th October. The series has attracted at least 30 
entries per show date and will contribute circa £1,000 to club funds. For my sins 
I have now been asked to run the winter series at Ferring. Oh well what else can 
you do on a Sunday afternoon? One other event that I thoroughly enjoyed 
arranging was the Summer Ball held at Ferring Country Centre. All credit to 
Ferring as they organised a great evening and it was a shame that more club 
members could not attend. Anyway between the GDRC and Hangleton we 
managed to fill half of the tables at the event and the feedback from those 
attending were let‟s do the same next year. 

Last winter I organised the Club Christmas trip to the Olympia Horse show and I 
will be doing the same again this year. 

I like to be involved in most things horsey and with a pony mad daughter (see 
picture of Abi and Peanut) and my partner Linda having her time taken up with 
Peanut we spend a lot of our hobby time around horses. I must also thank Linda 
and Abi for the help they give me and the Club at our events throughout the 
year; Abi is in charge of the Club Rosettes! 

I cannot finish this without a request. A lot of work goes into the events we arrange prior to and after the 
event. Putting up rings, jumps, marquees et al. Your help at club level would be greatly appreciated. Want to 
join the Committee? It does not take up too much time and we are looking for a couple of men to join and help 
out with the heavier work.” 

 

 

 

  

 

Join the Riding Club now for £25 
which will include your Membership 

for the whole of 2010.   
This will give you an Entry Fee 

Discount plus we have some  
social evenings organised in 2009 too! 

http://www.facebook.com/album.php?profile=1&id=687117378
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Summer Fundraising Ball 

In conjunction with Ferring Country Centre, 22nd August 2009 

By David Beer, GDRC Sponsorship committee member 

 

 

Firstly let me say what a fantastic evening this was and a BIG THANK YOU to all the staff at Ferring who made it such a 
success. 

GDRC (Hangleton) filled four of the twelve tables and this was, financially, a major contribution to the evening. I did 
this as a GDRC sponsored event so it was a shame that so few club members came. However, the Hangleton team were 
very sociable and made up the numbers in a big way. 

120 people turned up and were treated to a lovely evening. The setting, a large marquee, was beautifully decorated with 
white drapes and was centred by large chandeliers which set up the glamorous atmosphere. The entrance to the garden 
where the marquee was sited was lit by lights that really came into their own when it got dark. 

All that attended really took advantage of the opportunity to dress up with the ladies in ball gowns or cocktail dresses and 
the men in evening dress. There was a photographer on hand to record everybody arriving in their finery and some of the 
photos are linked through the GDRC website. 

Dinner was served by the Ferring girls who did a brilliant job getting the food out to everybody at the same time. After 
dinner an auction took place with many varied lots from a wheelbarrow filled with pot plants to a signed Rolling Stones 
Gold disc that went under the hammer for £1,000. 

After the auction a live band played for all those that wanted to hit the dance floor and also a fun Casino made a lot of 
money for the charity. The Locomotive from Littlehampton provided a bar which was well attended by all. 

Midnight came and we all wondered where the evening had gone. Carriages (taxis) came at 00:30 and many happy, 
although somewhat inebriated, people made their way home. 

I recommend that if Ferring do this again next year please support a very good charity and also your riding club. It was a 
truly wonderful evening. 

There is a proof gallery up at www.photonoirstudios.com if you want to take a look. There is a payment system being integrated in the 
coming days but purchases can be made via email and they will send a paypal invoice if people would like to pay via credit card. At least 
10% of the purchase price goes directly to the charity. 
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Open Hunter Trials on 6th September 
 

We held the first of our two annual 2009 Open Hunter Trials, just off Titnore Lane, Worthing on  
Sunday 6th September. 

We were fortunate to have just about perfect weather and the ground was, I‟d say, about good to firm in 
racing terms with excellent grass coverage. 

This year there were 5 classes with some split for seniors and juniors.  Jumps ranged from 45cm to 90cm, or if 
you‟d prefer, 1‟6 to 3‟ in old money! 

The courses for each class were inviting and fun to do with variable terrain.  There was a chance of a bit of an 
uphill gallop, lovely woods to trot through and some water to dip your horse‟s toes in!  However, to test the 
riders and horses there was an opportunity for the horses to nap back to their friends and a couple of jumps that 
scare the passengers but the horses and ponies produce a lovely shape over.   

We did it all again on Sunday 20th September too!  Again the weather was nice which makes such a difference 
to the enjoyment of the day for riders and spectators alike.  This time the classes were judged on a „bogey‟ time 
section, rather than just a fastest time section which brings in an element of good luck rather than just a race.   

We’re hoping that this article and photos will appear in a forthcoming issue of South East Rider Magazine. 

 

(Left) Tabitha Baines with Chasing Chance who just after 
this photo was taken had an involuntary dismount, but 

both rider and horse were fine.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Right)Katherine Hogan with Storm  
(2nd in Class 1, Novice Juniors class) 

 

 

 

 

 

If all this has whetted your appetite, we’re having an Eventers’ Challenge, using some of the same jumps, on Sunday 20th 
October.  Please see the gdrc.org.uk website for the schedule. 


